
 
 
 

January 2019 Virginia General Assembly Request: 
 

Vote for HB 1686, The Renewables First Act (RFA), which will place a moratorium on 
constructing new fossil fuel electric generation capacity until renewable energy generation 
facilities with 5,500 megawatts capacity are in operation in Virginia. 
 

The majority of Virginia’s electricity is generated by  burning fossil fuels. According to the 
federally-mandated National Climate Assessment (https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/), the 
burning of fossil fuels produces heat-trapping ‘greenhouse’ gases that cause climate change, 
with potentially catastrophic consequences for human health, agriculture and economic growth. 
The burning of fossil fuels also contributes to ground level ozone, which poses a significant 
public health hazard in many parts of the world, including Virginia. 
 
The assessment further states that the goal of keeping global warming under 2.0°C by 2100 
“...requires substantial reductions in net global CO2 emissions prior to 2040 relative to 
present-day values ...”  A key to cutting CO2 emissions is to shift the electric power sector to 
zero carbon resources. The primary means is deployment of renewable energy resources like 
solar and wind, in addition to enhanced conservation and efficiency. This clean energy transition 
is coming and it represents an opportunity for Virginia, if we embrace it now. 
 
Virginia’s energy economy needs significant change. In 2017, less than 1 percent of Virginia’s 
electricity generation came from solar and Virginia has no utility-scale wind power. In contrast, 
North Carolina, a similar state in size has more than 7 times larger solar capacity (4490 MW). 
The Virginia Grid Transformation and Security Act of 2018 (GTSA) establishes that 5,500 MW of 
combined solar and wind capacity is in the public interest. In addition, the 2018 Virginia Energy 
Plan calls for significant expansion of solar and wind capacity by 2022 and 2000 MW of offshore 
wind by 2028.  However, the GTSA does not require that our investor owned monopoly utilities 
build this renewable energy capacity. 
 
Dominion’s 2018 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) calls for meeting the expected demand growth 
(15% by 2033) by building a minimum of 8 natural gas plants. This plan moves Virginia in the 
wrong direction by continuing to increase CO2 emissions and investing in electric generation 
facilities that will be in use for up to 40 years and potentially become stranded assets as the 
electric power sector is decarbonized.  
 
It is time to make a firm, binding commitment to switching Virginia’s energy investments to 
renewable energy. The Renewables First Act (RFA) will ensure that future demand is met by 
renewable energy. We request that you take initiative to do so by voting for the Renewables 
First Act, HB 1686, during the 2019 Legislative Session. 
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